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S July 1963

VAN FOH: The Exscutive Dirvector

Fify The Mrector of Security

1. 7his mesorandum contains & Yecommendation in Famgraph 7.

2. The attached article, "I HSpled on Custro's Oubs,” in the April 1963
tezsue of EBOHY, weas bosed on an asuthorized interview, and the article wag
slenred by the Jecurlity Review office of the Deparitaent of Deflense.

3. After the Quigber TV precs conference of Jecratery Melesnss, &
prass conference was held at Honestead Alr Base in Florlde, with the ap-
provel of the govermeent agencies involved from the Vhite BEouse dowmn. The
reature of this press conference was Capiein Thoms L. Henmagan, 363rd
Tacticsl Reconraissindte Wing, & young Negro pilot who wes of gresat nmmao
inderest, not only hectuse of the successful mission he scconplished, but
peesuse he is & Hegro.

k., EBONY wes not represented at the press confersuce. ZBONY is pub-
iished at 1820 South Michigan Avenue, Chissgo 16, Illinois, by the Juhmson
Publiabing Compiny. Jonn H. Johason ls Bditor axd Publisher. It is e
moathly with & circulation of 650,000. It is s Begro ploture magssine
covering features of general interest. It bes s Weshington, D.C., office
beaded by Simeon Booker &t 15268 G Street, H.W. It sells for 35 cents &
copy. ESONY protested 1o the Alr Force and to the Departoent of Defense
and requested an interview with Captais Hemnagan. The Department of Defense
agproved the reguest sni made Captain Henohgan aveilable for an interview,
on the comiition that the oooy would De clearsd. It was clesred.

Z« 1t would be futile and most unwise to ssk the Fress not to run such
memn iunterest stories. There is also the viewpolsnt of the militery services
to get favorable publicity in peacetime on explodts thet brisg ewedit to the
gervices &8s & whole and to the individumle who perfors them. In this in-
stanoe, by clearing the regueast of EBONY, the DOD kept that imporiant Jegro
wagaeine happy, and satisfied Becurity requirements by examining the copy
prior 1o publicstion, & procedure that ERONY agreel to, but ome they did
et pave Lo agrec 1o.

&. Hy answer to the gusation by Mr. Elder, "hat con be dome to stop
such things?" is for the Director to take action te stop these stories at
their sgarce if he deems such sction necessary. 1 foreses consifereble
difficulty in making theh an sction agreeable to the nilitary services
wr T the Press.

T. FHEecommendetion: 7That the Director take pne formel action in this
mEbter.
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